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Mery ©6.27any of Caſtine have appointed 
[ N 1 0 ittee to wait on you, and requeſt a 
| ET NS copy of the addreſs, delivered by you yeſterday, for the 


E Rien Horswrrk, 0 


N in behalf of "the cmi. 
Ac Pas xs, Eſq. gl 


„„ | 


1* may be confdred peng to Mbit to the 

public eye, 4 perſofmance which I bad little more 
than twenty-four hours to prepare ; but as I had rather 
kit my reputation as a writer, than refuſe compliance 
with a requeſt ſo politely urged, I deliver it into your 
hands, believing that if it is ever read, it will be read 


. 7 1 am reſpeBifull Jour, 
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rate the day which gave birth to the indepgggg 
» dence of our happy country, it may be wei gt” 


of July, 1776, were i” a ſtate of vaſſallage to 
. Great-Britain, were ſubject to her laws and 


to provide for, and defend themſelves, they met 
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FeLLow CITIZENS, pegs 4 1 
H AVING. afſembled to commemo- * 


retrace ſome of the cauſes which led to that 
- glorious event, and to awaken feelings, weich, 
though the lapſe of twenty years may havent” 
ſome degree enfeebled, can never be obliterited**> 

from our minds, | | 


* 


The American ſtates, prior to the fourth day 


S : 


overnment, and in fact were her colonies, from 

which ſhe expected obedience, without even the 
return of protection. CO EE 00; wb | 
While: in infancy, and hardly ſtrong enough ho 


with a ſemblance of affection from the parent = 
country, and received that aid and aſſiſtance +1 
vhich promoted their growth, and haſtened their "2 
maturity. | | | | 
Attachment Ti 

244 

| 


=: nent to ancient ſviends; and en 
| for the government from which they ſprang, 
led the citizens of America to believe that affec- 
tion and diſintereſted kindneſs produced this 
attention; but the ſubſequent conduct of Great- 
Britain evinced the fallacy of the ſuppoſition, 
and ſhewed that the aggrandizement of the 
kingdom was the moſt operative cauſe of her 
apparently parental ſolicitude. 

As the Weſt-Indian planter cheriſhes the 
flave, from whoſe labour he looks for an accu- 
mulation of his wealth, ſo did Great-Britain 
nurture her American colonies. looking forward 
to the + a harveſt ſhe * ere long 0 


* ſoon as their e increaſe af | 
BE 5 Owealth and population warranted the attempt, 
ww. 2 her motives became palpable: Taxes were de- 
manded without regard to the abilities of the 
people; and the pretended principles of her 
conſtitution were violated, to fill miniſterial 
© coffers with American wealth. | 
The principle adopted by the parliament of 
-Great-Britain, that they could tax the colonies 
to any extent, without admitting them to a 
Mare in the government, was ſo monſtrous in 
its nature and deſtructive in its conſequences, 
that the ſpirit of reſiſtance was at once enflam- 
ed, and the cry for independence became uni- 
verſal. | 
Few that witneſſed the fecble- ſtate of this 
country, at that eventful period; could have 
predicted fo glorious an iſſue to the virtuous 
. ſtruggles 
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„ ES 
ſtruggles which were then made in reſſſtanes 
againſt tyrannic encroachment. Diſordered ian 
our governments Aeſtitute of the means of war, 


I ſcattered over an extenſive continent, and 
accuſtomed only to the peaceful implements of 
| huſbandry—who could have ventuted to ſay, 
that the diſciplined veterans of Europe, ſup- 
ported by an exhauſtleſs.treaſury, and impelled 
by wounded pride and reſentment, would have 
left the field, and yielded the point of conteſt. 
? But the race is not always to the ſwift, nor the 
battle to the ſtrong.” The juſt purſuit of 
America was better to her than a hoſt. 


Fighting for liberty, the inalienable right f 
man, and reſiſting oppreſſion, Heaven ſmiled 
upon her exertions, and ſhe was crouned win 


fſucceſs. | 


The termination of the canteſt ſeemed?” to 
promiſe the moſt unbounded: proſperity to o 7 
country: But experience, proved that much wa 
yet to be done, before our liberties would be 


placed upon a permanent foundation. 


LM 


were clouded with domeſtic diſſention; our 
commerce was annihilated ; agriculture was 


without a ſpring. ; and the general torpidity 


throughout America was afflictive to the friends, 
and joyous to the enemies, of our revolution. 
Ihe latter tauntingly aſked, What is your 
| boaſted independence? It has deſtroyed your 
commerce; it has darkened your proſpects ; 
you have the name of liberty, but for the name 
alone you have facrificed the ſubſtantial — | 
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The four years immediately ſucceeding peace 
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3% of your country. We cls 1 repl y, that 

we hoped for better things, and we waited' for 
Y - ſome unknown interference to quicken us i. wank 

= - Into activity and life. 

In the natural body, luggiſhneſs and inac- 
= tivity frequently ſucceed violence of exertion ;_ 
and in the body politic, convulſive agitations 

— n nee by n and : 

let 

£ Whit invaded by an enemy, aide had 
with "ſervitude, a ſenſe of common danger was 
ſufficient to preſerve union, and the magnitude 

of our object enſured vigilance. But when 

Allaanger was removed, careleſſneſs ſucceeded, and 

” _ -* _ our country ſunk into an indifference which 
OO cence fulfilment” to ah: predictions of our 

enemies. 

EM The ſeveral Rarex; conſulting their individual 

_ ntereſts, neglected the happineſs of the whole 

LEED: vided councils,” diſtracted meaſures, partial 
E urſuits, and local politics, were diſcoverable 

in all their proceedings. 

Had another period of four years been marked 

with the fame diſgraceful colours, we may ſay 
£ with confidence, that we ſhould have courted _ 
| the protection of ſome foreign power, and 
bf ſmould have remembered this now glorious an- 
| niverfary with ignominy and reproach. But 
| Heaven had not forſaken us; the diſaſters of 

1 ' the day taught the neceſſity of union, and 


—— Oe ; — n 
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| . evinced the impoſſibility of happineſs without a 
L national government. This mighty continent 
1 felt the diſeaſe, and Was * to procure a 
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M0 4 this . of | things WT” the happy _ 
form of government which is now in operation, 
and which is acknowledged, by Europe as well 


as America, to be the moſt perfect republican 
ſyſtem, which the 3 of man has yet 


deviſed. : 


It would be tedious, as ml as . | 


to develope the various parts of this beautiful 


machine. * Suffice it to ſay, that the people are 
the ſource of all the power it conveys ; and 


that its object, the e of the people, is 
| e effectually ſecured. 
I cannot, however, omit to mention the moſt 


prominent excellence it contains, I mean the 


article by which, whenever experience proves 4 


defect, or change of circumſtance ſuggeſts an al- 
teration, it may be ameliorated without vio- 


lence, and rendered more and more dalle J Cs. 
without diſturbing the public tranquillity, i E 2 i 
Here is a ſure guard againſt that turbulencde 


which always attends an alteration of govern- 
ment in other countries. 

In r the people mt continue under 
oppreſſion, or be deſtroyed in attempts 
to remove it: an America, alterations 2 — 
taken place, and, if neceſſary, will hereafter be 
made, not only without bloodſhed, but without 

even convulſing the public mind. 

Like the majeſtic river, which imperceptibly 
ſeeks a new channel, and ſilently changes its 
courſe, our federal government may aſſume new 
features, and diſcover new beauties, whenever 
the people — it, without any diſturbance 


to 


FP 


C wo 7 


tothe general movements of the machine. 
Hete is a check to the licentious ſpirit of 


| innovation, far more effectual than - ſan- 


guinary codes of tyrants. Here is a barrier 
againſt ſedition and factious machinations, more 
ſolid than the priſons of Germany, or the Baſ- 
tille of France. 

_ If ever a deluded. part of the community 
ſhould riſe in oppoſition to the laws, the great. 
body af the people will be ſure to repreſs them, 
and to preſerve inviolate this grand palladium 

of national liberty and happineſs. 

We, fellow-citizens, have peculiar reaſons for 
admiring this magnificent ſtructure, for it is 
principally modelled after the conſtitution of 
our Commonwealth, under which we have en- 
joyed, and, I truſt, ſhall continue to enjoy, ©- 


man rich and invaluable bleſſings. 
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The uninterupted, the unprecedented growth 
{of America, ſince the operation of aur federal 
government; her increaſed population; her 


immenſe commerce; her ſucceſsful agriculture; 


her reputation abroad ; her felicity at home, 


ſpeak, in terms incontrovextible, the excellence 
of that government; and Mt veyond contra- 


_ diction, its unexampled merit. 


Let us then ſtrive to preſerve it in its pu- 
rity ; let us yield our firength to prop it, when 
in danger; let us furniſh to the world a ſingle 
inſtance, that a government made by the people 
vill promote their happineſs, and tail endure. 

America was firſt to make the experiment; 
the Ernch nation have . followed our 
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ſteps; and every American will join me; "es E A 
cerely, in prayer, that, while liberty and good 
government are their odjects, their exertions 


may be crowned with complete ſucceſs. 
In revolving this important and delightful 
ſubject, it is impoſſible to ſhut out from the 


ming, the recollection of thoſe heroes and ſtateſ- 
men, who were principally W in our 


happy revolution. ; 


It is unneceſſary c oarticolarize; 9 


Each one of this aſſembly can recal the names 
of thoſe diftinguiſhed patriots, to whoſe exer- 


tions, under Heaven, we are indebted JO: our 
exiſtence as a nation. 
May the American name never be ſullied with 


the ſtigma of ingratitude; but may the memory 


of departed heroes be as immortal as the actions 
which dignify their names. 

Our Commonwealth can boaſt of many who 
were high in the lift of honour ; and the Union 
is ſtill bleſſed with the ſervices of the man who 
led our armies to victory, and our country to 
independence. I can add nothing to enhance 
your ideas of this talted character, beyond 
what his actions have already eftabliſhed in 


your minds. When he was crowned: with ſuc- 


ceſs, and in full poſſeſſion of the hearts, as well 

as the perſons of his ſoldiers, thoſe, who under- 

ſtood human nature, predicted that he would 

profit by his popularity to ſecure to himſelf the 

he org of his country; but we ſaw him 
a 


y his laurels at the feet of the people, for whom 


they were gathered, and cheerfully reaſſume the 
peacefub occu Py of domeſtic life. When 
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il 
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E is } 1 
When called, by the unanimous voice of his 
-country, to preſide in her councils, thoſe who 
know the narrow limits of human capacity, and 
that it is not often given to the ſame man to 
ſhine in different ſpheres, inſinuated, that he 
would loſe in the cabinet the fame he had ac- 
quired in the field; and that a life, which had 
_ commenced with brilliancy, would probably 
end in obſcurity. But we have ſeen him, in 
times of danger to our country, preſerve the 
helm of government with unſhaken hand, and 
conduct us through rocks and quickſands with 
unequalled dexterity. 

And is the eſteem of his fellow-citizens com- 
menſurate to his virtues? Yes ; he lives in the 
heart of every real friend to his country, and 
will be handed down to diſtant generations, as 
the greateſt, the beſt of men. Painful is it to 
ſay, that even this character, as perfect as hu- 
manity can bear, has been the mark of ſlander 
and unmerited reproach. The envenomed dart 
has been aimed at his godlike breaſt; but 
meeting with the impregnable barrier of his vir- 
tues, has recoiled upon the archers, and covered 
them with confuſion and diſgrace. 

It may not be improper briefly ro ſtate a fow 
of the meaſures, which will be eſſential to pro- 
long the liberties we have ſo happily acquired. 
Virtue is the rock upon which republican gov- 
e wel muſt be built, or they will ſoon 
HEL: |: 

The -people being the ne of all power, if 
ey” are Forrape, Wy en, wh lev. 
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from them will be colmminaned. Maintain, 
then, the virtue of the people.; and to this end, 
ſpread the means of education; cultivate the 
minds of your youth ; give them ability to un- 
derſtand their government, and they will be 
always ready to ſupport it. . 

In a community, of which the members are 
well informed, virtue will reſide; and where 
virtue dwells, liberty will be ſure to remain. 

Is there danger of loſing our liberties, and 
again becoming ſubject to tyrannic ſway ? Yes. 

If the youth are neglected, their morals will 

become corrupt, they will be unable to diſcern 
when their liberty is invaded, and they will 
| barter their privileges to the ambitious and in- 

triguing. Can our liberties laſt forever? Yes. 
Check the influence of vice, inculcate the ſeeds 
of virtue, circulate knowledge extenfively. You 
will then find no domeſtic villain hardy enough 
to attempt your flavery ; no foreign tyrant able 
to reduce. you to ſubjection. Attend, alſo, to 
your militia eſtabliſhments. It was theſe, 
(inferior as they then were), which made re- 
ſiſtance to Great-Britain in the leaſt degree 
juſtifiable, and furniſhed; the remoteſt probabil- 
ity of ſucceſs. Happy am I to ſay, that in this 
young country a military ambition begins to 
prevail; and I am ſtill happier to predict, that 
a few years will add much to the ſpirit. From 
thoſe gentlemen who are raiſed by their fellow 
citizens to places of command, peculiar exer- 
tions are required: And I truſt their zeal will 
not be dif proportionate to the confidence re- 
* poſed i in them. | From 
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your company. It is not the ſplendor of pa- 
rade, or the frolic of the day, which originated 


- your inſtitution : I truſt you had a view to its 
- uſefulneſs in the protection of your country. 


The mild voice of peace may ſoon be ſucceeded 


dy the tumult of war; and prudence rs ogy a 
>: --; e for every event. 


Should any unforeſeen difaſter interrupt the 


1 oil of our country, h may be called 
= upon to take an active part in the conflict. In 

tte event of war, our expoſed, and hitherto de- 
ſenceleſs ſhores, will again be open to the rav- 


ages of a plundering enemy ; and we may have 
occaſion to congratulate ourſelves in the poſſeſ- 


fion of a military corps, which will be forward 


in the place of ang and formidable in the 


field of fight. 


Already, within our memory, has the ents 


o'er Which you have marched, witneſſed the 


approach of American forces; but, that cir- 
cumſtance will never form an honourable trait 


in the hiſtory of our country. Should a ſecond _ 


conflict call forth your exertions, I truſt the 


name of Penobſcot will be reſcued from diſ- 


honour, and hiſtory not be aſhamed to admit it 
within her n ” 
. we are now in the perfect 


F m you, gentlemen, who are the firſt foun- 
5 * a company which will hereafter be as 
reſpectable for its numbers as it is now for the 
character of its members, we expect ſuch at- 
_ tention to military. diſcipline and order, as will 
lay a ſolid foundation for the future eminence of 


poſſeſſion 


WW jon of peace, independence, and good 
government. May our poo to Heaven 
be equal to the favours beſtowed ; may our 
conduct be ſuch as to enfure permanence to 
theſe bleſſings. And when we have acted well! 
our parts in this tranſifory ſtage, may we tranfſ= 7 

mit thoſe ineftimable privileges, pure and” un- | 
impaired, to lateſt Pe. e IO $5 
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